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1. Late last year an analyst in this office received a telephone call from
an American citizen who described himself as a carrier for the U.S. Postal
Service.
He said he was in frequent contact with a "Frenchman" in Bangkok
who allegedly has a source {not identified} who claims that American pilot
David Hrdlicka recently escaped, only to be recaptured.
He also reported
that Col Hrdlicka had been seen in a PW camp in the tri-border area of
Vietnam/Laos/Cambodia.
No further information was offered, but the postal
carrier indicated he would be in further contact with the Frenchman and would
keep us informed.
We have not heard from him since.
2. Several weeks later we received a call from another American who said he
knew someone with information on Col Hrdlicka.
During the conversation the
analyst determined that the Frenchman, who normally resides in the U.S., was
the source.
3. Also, we have been investigating a story furnished by an American in
Thailand who provided the driver's license data on Col Hrdlicka.
He claimed
to have obtained the information from another American who received it from a
Pathet Lao soldier while travelling near Luang Prabang.
We were finally able
to locate and interview the second American while he was visiting in Beijing.
He was cooperative and provided us with other information, but he knew
nothing about Col Hrdlicka and had not met and received information from a
Lao soldier as claimed by the American in Thailand.
When we reinterv;ewed
the American in Thailand and told him that his alleged source knew nothing
about the information attributed to him, he then indicated that maybe he got
it from someone else, then changed his mind, then changed the subject,
alluding to knowledge of a group of PW hunters who are allegedly working on
rescuing an unidentified American in Laos. In short, the source of the data
on Col Hrdlicka is unknown, but it was not obtained in the manner described
by the American in Thailand in Joint Casualty Resolution Center report T89354.
4. It is worth noting that those involved in this reporting are U.S.
residents with "business interests" in Thailand.
There is a reasonable
possibility that these sources are connected and they may decide to expand on
their story to gain attention or raise funds for a private foray. In this
instance the Frenchman has a track record of involvement with U.S. "PW

,
hunters,~ who have repeatedly failed to find a PW or evidence to support
tneir claims. Further, experience has shown that when names of missing men
and identification data start making the rounds of the refugee camps and the
so-called "Lao resistance" groups in Thailand, stories claiming the man is
a1ive soon fol1ow.
5. We are continuing to follow up on this reporting and will keep you
advised of any new information we are able to develop.
Sincerely,
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JOSEPH A. SCHLATTER
Colonel. USA
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