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SUBJECT:
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Symbols near Sam Neua, Laos

TO:
(ATTN:
1.

:tEQUIRE.'iENTS

2.

~GERY

.

ANALYSIS:

~. ~~is report is in response to and satisfies
requirement.

the above

B.
Summary: This memorandum is in to response to
specific questions addressed to
:oncer~ing the presence of
t~e letters USA in a rice paddy:so-dt:lOf Sam Neua, Laos in earlv
1983 (Print 1,
-n 88). Other possible symbols were also
•
no~ed in the same area. This rAM is a follow-up to the telephonic
response.
C.

Analysis:

1. (
The area of interest is located at 20-23.N/104-01:
J
approximately 5.2kms southeast of Sam Neua
~ir=ield ana 4S0m west of Route 6. The area is located in
heavily dissected terrain with dry paddies and meandering
streams.
2.
.
The symbol etched in the g::-oundis "U SA",
measuring approximately 37.5 ft x 13.5 ft overall (See sketch).
There is some ground scarring within the same area that: may b~
i~te::-':)retad
as the letter "K" or the numbers "31" or "34". There
are approximately
I possible
people in the area and several
probable animals. -Overlooking the area is Route 6; a small trail
leads north from the Route around a barren knoll. The knoll has
seve::-alrectangular excavations, Which may be possible weapons
positions; four small shelters; and several scarred areas. Foottrails traverse the area. The activity was not discernible in
1987, although the some of the shelters appeared to be visible.
The buildings of a small village located approximately 2kms
west-southwest of the symbols appear to have fences around them,
probably to protect the!!!from wild animals.
No signs of
de~ention were noted within the area.
3.
The symbols noted on coverage of Jan 1988 were
not noted on coverage before or after that date. The :lethod of
etching the symbol into the ground cannot be dete~ined.
No
sig~s of detention were observed within the area of interest.
4.
, There is no discernible evidence of the
presence of ~erican prisoners, ~~e::-icanagricultural technology
or ~ericans
within the area of the s~ols
.
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5.
Coordination with the
analysts indicated
the presence of two Laotian battalions in the Order of Battle
hOldings for ~~e Sam Neua area. Imagery indicated the presence
of several military units and governmental areas in Sam Neua
pr~per.
6.
There is no evidence of mining activity within ~~e
area of the symbols.
3.

DlAGERY

ANALYST COMHEN'rS

A.
According to:
malysts
,-wet rice
paddies in this area are generalTy -harvested -rn october or .
November and are allowed to remain fallow until planting season
in February or March. It is likely that the symbol was made after
the 1987 harvest, but before the paddy was replowed and flooded
for the 1988 planting. The symbol was, therefore, probably
constructed between October 1987 and January 1988.
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B.
) A comprehensive search of all imagery over the
area since 1975 has been accomplished, no other symbols within
~~e Sam Neua area were observed.
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