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Phonecon btwn Mrs. Carol Hrdlicka (PNOK of Col
David Hrdlicka) and LTC Jim Caswell of 24 Jun 93.

During refergnced telephone convErsation, Mrs. Hrdlicka
raised three questi6ns/concerns,
and requested an impartial
review of available information.
In particular, Mrs. Hrdlicka
would like the following addressed:
1.
2.
3.

Col Hrdlicka's assessed date of death.
Evidence of Col Hrdlicka's survival in the former
Soviet Union.
Basis for statement in October 1992 edition of the POWMIA Factbook regarding col Hrdlicka's death while in
captivity.

Since Col Hrdlicka's loss incident on 18 May 1965, this
office has received a large volume of reporting from a number of
sources which suggests that he survived the downing of his F-I05
aircraft, was apprehended, and held captive by Pathet Lao forces
near Vieng Xai, Houa Phan Province, Laos.
On 24 May 1965, Pathet
Lao officials released a statement acknowledging the capture of
Col Hrdlicka; a photograph of Col Hrdlicka under armed escort
appeared in the 22 July 1965 edition of a vietnamese magazine.
In 1966, Pathet Lao Radio broadcast portions of a letter
allegedly written by Col Hrdlicka to Prince Souphanouvong.
On 18
May 1967, Mr. Phbumi Vongvichit, secretary Ge~eral of the Lao
Patriotic Front, confirmed Col Hrdlicka's capture in a telegram
to Canadian Minister of External Affairs.
Two reports suggest
that an unidentified American pilot was transported from the
Vieng Xai area of Laos to vietnam. ~ne of these reports (TDCS314/04249-66 of 29 March 1966) which was previously believed to
be aSS0clated wlth Col Hrdlicka can ~o longer be correlated to
him because
was known to be a lve In
e Vleng Xai
area well after the source clalme
he was
ransported to Vletnam.
The second report does not provide a date of information, but it
had to be prior to 5 January 1969, the date of the report.
This
report states that two American pilots (one elderly and one
young) were moved to Hanoi because they were considered
incorrigible.
Available information suggests Col Hrdlicka was
not considered incorrigible.
It should also be noted that no
Americans held in the vieng Xai area were ever seen by American
POWs who returned from Vietnam.
In late 1989, this office

obtained hearsay information regarding an alleged escape attempt
by Col Hrdlicka, and his subsequent recapture and movement to one
of two areas, vinh Province, Vietnam or the tri-border area
between Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia.
Follow-up collection
activity determined that a well-known fabricator/self-proclaimed
resistance leader was behind this reporting.
During a subsequent
interview, this individual admitted that he did not believe the
information reported.
This office has received several reports which suggest that
American pilots being held in the Vieng Xai area died in
captivity.
Two reports, TDCS-314/04155-68
of 12 March 1968, and
JCRC LIAISON message 160230Z April 1991, respectively identified
the deceased pilot as Davis/Davit or David and David K. Causes
of alleged death range from stomach disorders to malaria, fever,
and gunshot wounds.
Dates of alleged death range from July 1965
to 1968; the 1968 date was provided by a Lao official during a
1982 League of Families trip to Vieng Xai.
This Lao official's
reporting, however, is guestionable_as he alleges that both
Shelton and Hrdlicka died of natural causes in 1968, and that
their graves both sustained direct hits by American bombs.
Additionally, the individual who reportedly buried the two pilots
(and should be able to identify the grave site) was allegedly
killed during the war.
It should be noted that this office has
identified and spoken to two firsthand witnesses and several
hearsay witnesses to the alleged burial of an American pilot
during the 1965-1968 time frame.
The witness interviewed in the
above referenced JCRC message claims to have personally cared for
"David K" for approximately eight months and was with the
prisoner when he died during the rainy season of 1967, "around
October".
The information provided by these sources has been
pursued but no further details have been developed.
Efforts are
still being made to interview an individual in Vientiane Province
who claims to know where an American pilot was buried near Vieng
Xai.
Several of the reports of death once correlated to Col
Hrdlicka £Ee now known not to correlate to him because they
contain dates of death prior to his last known alive date.
This
confusion regarding date and cause of death is most likely due to
the fact that at least one other American, Col Shelton, was known
to have been captured and held in the caves of Vieng Xai at
approximately the same time as Col Hrdlicka.
Other alleged
Americans were also reported to have been held in the Vieng Xai
area as well, but this office has not been able to identify any
other specific individuals.
Concerning cause of death, while it
is not certain (all but one of the reports of Col Hrdlicka's
death are hearsay), it is_believed that Col Hrdlicka died in 1968
from malaria, some uniden€1fied fever, or dietary complications
'exacerbated by the lack of food and medicine in the area.
This
conclusion is based on three factors:
First, from available
reporting, we do not believe Col Hrdlicka was incorrigible,
reducing the likelihood of his being shot.
Second, live
sightings of American pilots being held in the caves of Vieng Xai
are virtually non-existent after 1967. And finally, the vieng
Xai area was subjected to an extensive bombing campaign in 1968

which severely reduced food and medical supplies.
It should also
be noted that Mr. Vongvichit, the Lao official who acknowledged
Col Hrdlicka's captivity in May of 1967, stated on 10 May 1973
that the Pathet Lao were holding no additional U.S. paws. Mr.
Vongvichit also agreed to gather information regarding Col
Hrdlicka's fate and respond to American authorities at a later
date. This office has no record of Mr. Vongvichit providing the
requested information.
U.S. representatives have taken every
opportunity throughout the years to obtain additional data
relative the status of Col Hrdlicka, and Mr. VongviChit has been
included on the list of Lao officials to be interviewed as part
of an oral history project currently being developed (the Lao
Government has not yet approved).
As an aside, it should be
noted that Mr. Vongvichit's statement regarding no additional
Americans in captivity was made three days after American citizen
Emmet Kay's Pilatus Porter was shot down over northern Laos. Mr.
Ray was returned to u.s. custody on 18 September 1974. On 21
November 1977, Col Hrdlicka's status was administratively
changed
from detained to killed in action.
with regard to a possible Soviet/Russian connection, this
office has received no evidence/reporting
of Col Hrdlicka being
transported out of Southeast Asia.
The first suggestion of a
Russian connection occurred in 1993 when Mrs. Hrdlicka announced
her intent to question Major General Aleksander Kandaurov,
Director of the center for Public. Information of the Ministry of
Security.
During a follow-up interview with the General, Task
Force Russia interviewers were told that he had never seen Col
Hrdlicka's name on any list, and is not sure how Mrs. Hrdlicka
got the impression that he had. General Kandaurov's best guess
is that he told Mrs. Hrdlicka that the Joint commission was most
likely aware of her husband's case and that his name was on a
list, probably the list of unaccounted for Americans which was
provided to the Russian side of the Joint commission last year.
Mrs. Hrdlicka's concerns regarding statements made in the 92
edition of the POW-MIA Factbook will be addressed during next
revision of the Factbook.

Joseph A. Schlatter, Jr.
Colonel, USA
Acting Deputy Director
POW/MIA Office

