
CAROL'S COMMENTS

The summary of facts comes from the Air Force Casualt_v file. There is
a casualty file kept on everT man who was lost during the war. Each of
the services Air Force, Army, Marines, and Navy had their own
casualty file and at the beginning of the war the individual services were
tasked to keep files on their loses.

David's original casualty reports are included. Note on the final
casualty report it is stamped POW MIA to KIA. The question here is
how does a man in captivi$ go missing from a prison system? Do you
think the enemy would just lose their captives? Note that the r€ason
given for declaring David dead is for'(termination of pay and
allowancest'.
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8IT}{HARY 08 FACTE AND CIRCUHIITANCES

1.  Lteutenlnt  Colonct  Drvtd L.  l l rd l l .cke,  476 '28-0663FRt wt t  the pt lo t

of  the laed a l rcraf r  ln  e f l tghE of  four  F-105r  whtch dcper tcd Takhl t

At r  Baas,  Thr l lend,  r t  0735'  ie  f fey 1965,  on .n  tn tard lc t ton/bomblng
mtsaton of e rcgmsnt of roed tn Ehc vlct 'ntty of Sern Naur, Llol '  lhc

f l tght  er r lvcd ln  thc l r  r r r lgncd t r rg tC ercr -wtChout  tnctd 'nE 3nd wt t

for fed to  c l rc lc  thc aree fo i  approx lmrtc ly  15-20 ntnutcr  unt t l  tha low

cloud covcr  rbr t td  rnd r l lowcd racognl t ton of  Chc t ' rgct '  Colonal

Hrd l tckr  dercendod through ths c loud covst r  and ln l t ta ted h la r t tack on

lhe ttrgct, fol lowcd Uy ttrc othar f l lght mamberl. Ar hc wer complettng

htr  per l r  |o lonel  Hrd l ickr  red loed thr t  hc hed r  f t rc  wrrntng l lght  on

and lhc pttot of thc nunrbcr two rtrcrrft  conflnn.d thrt h{l  elrcrtfE tt t f

on f lrc. Thc alrcraft contlnued cltmbLng untt[ rcachlng approxtmrtcly

iO,OOO feeE and rt obout 0850 Coloncl t trdltcke cJcctcd and.dcployed a

good p"r.chuts. Thc pl lotr of thc nunbrr thr.. rnd four rtrcreft

a tEstnrd r  h lShcr  r l t i tude to  a ler t  raerch rnd rcrcuc forccr  uht lc  the

utngmen rrnretnrJ ln clotr proxtnity to thc lc-ed ltrcrefg rnd obrervad

coloncl Hrdl lckr dcrccnd rn nrr prrrchutc. - l lc t t la 'c6n to land ln a :

val lay cleertng nrrr I  tnrl l  vt l irgc locetad rpprorlntrtcly nlnc nl lar

Erlt-southeart of srn Ncua' Lto!. Tha wLngrnan f lcl '  towerd thc dornrcd

member bur lrar ditvcn beck to r ht3hrr r l t l tudc by tntcnrc t1:!. '  clr-

cltng at grooo-l2ro00 faat, hc could not sao rnl toovctrnr on thc ground,

but afEst rbout 10-15 mlnutcr, t t t i-"t igmrn nott lad thlt Cotoncl Hrdl lckart

parachurc ,r"r ucl ig-lolded up. i i  
" 

l ;w lcvcl Pr.. ovlr lhc rrce hc

caught  e f lcc t tng g l lnprc of .eppioxtnr tc ly  l tx  to  c tght  Psopl '  r t rnd lng

a. rhough rtrcy wlr l- iooftng tn irf l  dtrcccion' gnc Pcrron hrd thl Prt ' '

chuEc undar nrr"Iri.--ii i i i.oprc-"crc drarrad rn derk col0rcd cl0rhtng

and ona parron, ui i i " t- i t .n t i t . -oi t . i . ,  w.1 drct lad tn r f ly lng rutt '

Ir war lmporrtblc to dcterrnlnc tf th. ir l lrr Pcr'on wer wellclng wtth

rhe oEherr or tf, hc $et batng tuppoti"O by-thin tn an uprtght porttton'

the wtngnan wacchcd thc grouP 
";:;; 

thr vil lrga rnd dt'rrppcrr' Tht wtng'

nan rafuctca rni--ritu"n.i to- barcl end whcn hr rccntcrcd thr 'rcl to

csslaE Ln thc rcrrch for tha aowncd rnsnbcrr luo hcltcogtcrr and four

T-28 atrcraf t  wcra et  tha.""ni ' . - - - f t r r  t -Zg f l t3ht  ctrc l td thc rrre ac

a low al l t rudr,  bur thc mnbcro dtd noe rc.  rn i  r tgnr-" !  1*: ,Ln 
thc

vt l l rga.  onr ic- , r , .  hcl tcoptcir  l rndcd nstr  I  f r tcndly vt l lege rbouE

atght ro rcn,oi i . .  f rorn whcr" i " f . i . i -ntaf t t l t  had perrchutcd'  rnd thc

vrt t rgcrr  r .poir l i  l t i i . t .  d; ;" ; t r i i  t taa barn c leturcd bv thc Pathct

Lao. Although i"i"it i-XrJff"f i i . ' irtd clectronlc on'rgcncv cqulpmctiB'

no dlstrarr callr t"trt raccttta i i i i  hl 'n aftcr cJcctlon' Duc Eo ncglEtvc

f tndtngr t t . . " l i . i - " i .  tarmrnl te i . -  on tho ber l i  of  thc rbovl  lnfor '

maElon, Goloncl  Hrdl lckr r . .  p i i . "d tn a dctr t icd t t r tu '  on 24 Mry 1965'

Thc rern I 'dct t incdrt  wr.  later i i t ig. i  tot t tnt" tncdrf  l '  d l rcclad by thc

Deparrrncnt 
"t 

;;;;n...- Colonel nrl ltcfr wlr contlnuad tn tn lntcrncd

l tarur r t  thc crplrr t ton of  rn i  r i r t re l  l2-sronth pcr lod of  abrcncl  ln

accordancc wlth thc provlr lonr-" i - ; ; ; ; i "n looj ; - -Ti i r "  :o '  ugc (conprreblc

c o  s c c t t o n  5 5 J '  T t t l c  3 7 ) '
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2.  BegtnnLng on 22 Hry 1966,  I  nunbcr  of  rePor t ,  amtnr ted f rom thc Pathet
Lao rc l t lng of  the capture o l  Colonsl  t l rd l tckr r  tnc ludLng on two occastonl
the p l ry tng of  repr  rocordtngr  at lcgedly  nradc by Coloncl  l t rd l tckr .  In
addtc l .on,  two lc t ter r  purpor ted to  bc f rour  Colonal  Hrd l tckr  to  Pr tnce
Souphenouvong, dccrylng US tnvolvEmont tn Lroe and eolt lng to be ralcaoad,
grsre propagandlzed.

3 . A t t a n o l p u b t l c a t 1 o n , @ , P r l n t c d | P h o t o 8 r a p h o n
22 July 1966 of an tndtvtduaT-tn-i t l tght rutt baLng clorely fol lowed
by an i rncd sn6ny to ld tcr ,  prerunrb ly  r  Pachct  Lro,  Tho ar t tc lc  ldcnt l -
f ied rha lndtvl.dual tn tha photogrrph ar Coloncl Hrdl lckr. Pottt lv!
ldent l f lcat ton war  mada by thc next  o f  k tn.  lha ramc photograph appeered

tn thc 31 Augurt 1966 tsruc of thc Sovtat nEwsPaPtr'  !g1!g'

4. 0n 5 Mey 196t, thc Internattonal Coumlttae of thc Red Crorl (ICRC)

fn GenEve, lwttzci lrnd, wer advkcd by a Laotlen roPra.tnttt tvo thrt thc
prrhet Lro rsportcd the crpturc of tco Ancrlcrnr, Coloncl l trdl lcka end

Hr,  Erncr t  C.  Brrccr  I  Cl .Vt l1an.  Hr .  Br tcc waf  r .p t t r le tad dur tng opere '

rlon HOI|ECo'IINO and Ln htr debrtcflng hc rcportcd hrvlng no knowledgc of

th6 crprurc or thc f,ata of Coloncl Hrdltckr, Although rcvarel of thc

reprrrhr". ,". .11cd rcclng thc photogrrphr _of thc lndlvtduel tdcnttfLad

a l C o 1 o n e 1 H r d 1 t c k r t n 3 r y , $ , | n d @ ' n o n c o f t h c r c t u r n 8 € t
saw or herrd of Coloncf-ttrdl lckr whtlr ln cepttvlty'

5 .  l { r .  Sot  Pcthrat l ,  thc l ro  Prcr lo l l .c  Front  rcPr6fantat lvc tn  v lcn l lane,

wrf contected nurnerqur t ln€r through fhc Intcrna!lonrl Cormtttce of tha

Red Crose concarntng an accounttng for nlr l lng end crpturad Anrartcanr ln

Laol ,  n l . thout  rcru l t r .  Ht . t r tod thr t  t t  ws.  v t ty  d t f f lc -u l t  to  gat  tn for '

msClon fron thc Leo ptcrlotto Front hcadquartcrt rt  8to Ncul, Laor. con-

Blsrenr  wr . rh Nor th v ternrnr .  po i i i io i ,  r i  and orhar  Leo comruni r r  o f f rc tak

clalmcd Ehrt Ug pifoa. d1d not hlve thc legl l  t trtut of prlronarl o! wet

bacaugc thcr .  $r r f  no dcc lare l lon of  wrr l  thcrafore,  tha l l  act !  e torc  t rp t rat ics l r l

or f rcr tml i l l . r r  Hc c lc tnad thr t  U8 pr i roncr l  wcr .  Ereatad ar  wol l  ar  thc

attuetlon Pcrnltt td and tn rnort calcr thcy ware kcpt under guerd nlthln tha

conflner oC a ufi i"g,". gubccqucnt to lhc r lgnlng of thc Pcace aBreancnc

wtth North Vtetnarnr i lr .  pcttrrai i-- l t i tca publicly-on numsroul occallonf thtt

therc arc no Anerlcrn mLlltrry prtroncrr tn Laol '

6, No rc-gou^tror for Colonel l trdltckl wrl sver r9c.lvrd from thl North

Vternamsfc govitrurenl, thc Neo t lo l trk grt (Prthct Lao) ol th' lr  al l tel '
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lmtLICKA, David L., 72 Captain, Regular, 563rd Tactieal Fighter

I ,Port  xuxl l t  Arao TYta

M-19 - Final

% [f lxorrretrul  -  M.ssing

l,tissing in flj.ght over Laos
t-B l,{ay 1965

f f i i l i  cu r r f x t  r t aYu t  axo  xou l  o t  naco io  a?  t l r t r

lFl  crrr I- ' l  xox'cr:wIncentive PaY - Yes

ou tY  l l aTu t

Active du

Mrs .  Caro l  A .
Mr. Theodore J
I.4rs . Maxine F.

Hrdlicka, rt'ife, 1010 Wicker Lane, Wichita' Kansas -::

" H r d l i c k a r f a t f r e r r O l g O s o u t h C r o c k e r S t r e e t ' i l t t l e t o n ' C o l o r a d o
Hrdlicka, mother, address saflie as father

' ltlot d,ts 3d Plt.. oI lltt' ilta
r r r . r c i l v r  t a i v t c l  N u x l t i .  L o c A L  r o a i o .  A

I t .  r i r o t  t l i v l c l  oaT  
P t r o n  s € n v r c €

l-1 vrr EJ xo
l. i3raaixf

*c Designa+,ed as person to receive ail0trnent, of pay whire in missing status'

rorE: THrS FORM MAy B€ USEO TO FACTLTTATE TH€ cAgrttrc oF 8OftOS. THE PA\tvlE]tT OF Co||'€RCIAL INSURAt{ct' oR lN THg

, 5 E t T L B ' € N T o F A l { Y o T H E R c L A | M t N | $ l l c H P R o o F o F D € A T H l s R E 0 l R E 0 ' 4

to*:tf:gn;*,,,tt, 
?.trn .r-r 6..r r. io e'.'t,,'a.rtr,]l!]\d,'::-::2*cr'c*d ot 'n'4-ct d'tr'

iiJiriri};;;;n;; .td .rro;a.c.r'-|], d.led n'n*d 
"I 
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rtPotT oF CASUALTY r-540
Corrects Reoort  ! tunber -  I -1 (1968)

E  T T f  P i f F A I E D

11 Mav 73
fON (ft.-., S.rrfc. lllcrtr, AnA. e. F.r., Ciltortaftl. Frrnif, ia Ora.elaaal'n)

HRDLICI(A, Davld Loulsr 476-28-0663FR, Lt Col*#, Regular,  USAF - 563 Tac Ftr
McQoronell AFB KS: TDY T0: APO San Francisco 96273

S q '

c l t l f ]  r e r r r - r  f ]  xo r - r1 r1g i

Laos
18 laay 65

nfinilm
I o A y t  a N o  p L A c r  o F  ! t i T X ,  t A C t .  t a | - r c t o u t  F n a F l i c x c t

30 Dec 31 - Ster.rartvt l le MN
a ,  D , r T t  A N O  P L A C E  O r  L A t ?  a N T I Y  O N  A C t l v G .  O u t Y  t N  C U i i : r a t  t t a Y U r  a H O  H O r a t  O F  r t C o t O  i r t  t t r r c

6 r a c r r . L r | a c r H  o F  a f  i v r c E  p o i  p a y . l a a l c  p a v .  l N c f  | . T l v E

Yes

I A Y

**

a . F C I A L ' E I U F I T Y  X U H I I I . ' A Y

476-28-4663

C H f C X  I F  A P P L I C A I L :

Fl  c r t r  ! - - l  xor . r -ce : *
. ,  C ' U T Y  ' Y A T U t

Actlve -  On Dutv

wl fe
son
dau
son
father
mother

f { T E R E I T E O  P G i l o x a  ( t t t a  a .  A < t d A

l. lrs Carol A Hrdlicka
David M ltrdllcka
Denlse M Hrdltcka
Damlan M ttrdllcka
ltr Ttreodore J Hrdltcka
l,lrs Maxlne F HrdLlcka

1013  B lackn l l l ,
samc
saloe
salne
6485 S Crocker
6Atre

Wichlta KS 67207

Sr,  L l t t le ton Co 80120

t .  i tPo iT  f o i  va  r o
t o L L O t

fl vrr El *o_
9 . i e P o l T r N o  c o M H A r . r D  a N o  o a t E  i E P o r "  r f c c l y E o  r i r  o : P A i t r r a H ?

TAKHLI RTAFB TMTI-AND - 18 I'tav 55
ro. aCL Ec tr va r- i  Vtc.a xur i i i . -r--oFe

I  t .  P i r o i  t f  i v r c c .  o a t A

[Tlvrr [--l xo FRZ2541
r.xa^xtt 

TDY FRo,l coNus I
*Promoted to temporary Lt Col ef fect ive 1 May 73, Special  Order AB-735, Department ;
of tte Alr Force, I l,lay 73. # i
#Host l le  Pay :  Yes  I
Indlvidual was reported misslng ln act lon on 18 May 65, Suff lc lent evidence hras I
recelved on 24 Wy 65 to warrant placlng hlm ln an lnterned status. A deterrninat im'
under the provlsLons of Sect ion 555, Tl t le 37, USC, l ras made to cont inue hirn ln an i
lnterned stacus fol lowing the exptrat lon of nrelve monthsr absence, effect ive 19 I
lfay 66.

# Indlcates Change
ooffioras:
tldutt nat,, ol ,tn.
'Daoilcltt, IN ar.r!tt, 1nl tn.rat fh.r. l. io.u.rlrtaa y/tt. e ehltd -.a d..lar.t.d on ''cord ot.a.ra.act b'.
9Duntlcl'!'y le sap.td p.f .nd .rtor.nc.r - .. d..tan.a.d oat r.cqd oI .araa.ttcl &ta,

I a .  9 r a t F r a g r l g H

itsffaY Y#^W
Ch, Casualty Rprtg

W
& Survlvor Asalstance Br

fl6621DD.1S,iTi.l3
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REPORT OF CAST'ALTY
l .  i cPc ' r r  '  u f . lE r  l i .0  rYF l

1140  -  F lna l
l .  gAT f  p i ! rA t [ r )

23  Nov  77
f f i rc l ,oExt t t tc i i ior  ( l t tn,  tet ' t  t tc t t t t '

HRDLICI (A,  t tav ld  Lou ls ,  476-28-0663FR,  Co lone l t< ,  Regu lar ,
HcConnel l  AFB KS TDY TO: APO San Franclsco 96213

z qaaatraatnr.  I  sqt

ushF - 563 rac
AFSC:

i l  19t

F t r  S q ,
t  1 1 5 8

. . c ^ S u a L t Y S r A ? u t . 1 g . a r t L !  
f ] * o x - l . r r u 1  b .  c c r s t l c . o  t o u r  o r r t ;  T D Y  f r o r n  C O N U S

c. tr^-u.! [-- l  o:rrx f f i  rrr f l  urnrro f- l  vrt l t  c rx rctto.r f-- l  crprurto t_l ,ot.*. t .

{  o r r t r  
* * . .  , L ^ c .  L a o g  t  . .

(tt .rrtt

:
f .  c e u r r .  c r r c v u r r a x c a t  P i l o t  ( F - 1 0 5  A i r c r a f t )

t . 1  o l r E  A x g  P L A G  t  o F  S l l t x

3 0  D e c  3 l  -  S t e w a r t v i l l e  M N

b. i^ct

Caucas lan

I E Ig

Ha le
4 iCLrorou3 per r l teNCf ,

Roman Cathol lc
i .  Oe r t  AXO pLAC !  O?  !A tT  ! x tRy  ox  ACr t vG  OUIV  l l  Co r lEx r  3 tA ru i  ^ xO  HOr . c  O t  TCCOiO  AY  l l t t

3O ocr  56 -  L l t , t le ton CO : -L l t t le ton c0
t . .  rav  c t^o l

o - 5
b .  !A3 t c  P IY c . r | |c€ frt  rvc /aoorr rot

'rO

 L t a v

CA v t t

G  C r ? C X  t r  A P ? L r g A l L f

[ !  c . t t  f -1  rmr rxcre

- .  o t i ;  i re ruc  Ac t lve  -  On Duty

S G L I :  P u b l i c  L a w  9 3 - 2 8 9  A p p l l e e .  N o  c e r t l f i c a t e  o n  f i l e  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0
Deduct lon  ln  amount  o f  $3 .40  ver l f ted  by  AFAFC.

l l rs  Caro l  A .  Hrd l l cka
D e n l s e  M .  H r d l l c k a
Damlan M.  Hrd l l cka

R t  2 ,  B o x  2 3 6 A ,
s
3

o  T C  O f  I E C O T O  O F  t l

Derby KTi 67031

_ t
I t reec l  L i t t le ton  CO
lr\,,

v  r^ ra  FoRt . :  l7  May
w l f e  ( 3 )
dau
son

80120 fa ther
.)  mother

ffi , Adarot r, R. bt ta'rhlrt 6 5

ame
Mr Theodore J.  Hrdl lcka 6486
Mrs  Hax lne  F .  Hrd l l cka  s

e

ro .  R !poat  ro t  YA ro
ro|.Lot [-] ,., iil *o "'"oi;;'i[;l relb r6Eft vrit' ur/C|rrto|rtrrt!5fB(Fl(H'^Rr r.f, rr

, slttol555. TtEh rl. rsc Gil iee
r l .  pn to i  3g i v r c f  DArA

ff l  ' : t n xo G \/I
r t .  F r ,xaFr !  *  Under  the  prov ts lons  o f  Sec t ton  1521,  T{ i1e  TO, -USt ,  s r ibJec t  o f  f l cer  was
oosthumous ly  p romoted to  che r rade o f  Co lone l .  e f fec t l ve  2 I  Nov  77 .  by  Depar tment
b f  the  At r  Fo tce  Spec la l  Orde i  AB-3383,  da ted-22 Nov 77 .  Th is  p ror i ro t lon  ls  subJec t
to  the  prov ls lons  o f  Sec t ton  1523,  wh lch  s ta tes  tha t  no  inc reased pay  or  g ra tu l t les
may be derlved from such ectton.
*  t lnder  the  prov ls lons  o f  Sec t lon  555,  T l t le  37 ,  USC,  and upon d t rec t lon  and
de legat lon  by  the  Secre tary  o f  the  A l r  Force ,  the  Ass le tan t  Deputy  Ch le f  o f  S ta f f ,
Personne l  fo r  Ml l t ta ry  Personne l  f tnds  th ls  lnd lv ldua l  to  be  dead.  He was
o f f i c t a l t y  r e p o r t e d  a s  m l s s i n g  l n  a c t l o n  o n  1 8  M a y  6 5 .  S u f f i c i e n t  e v l d e n c e  w a s
rece lved on  24  May 65  to  war ran t  p lac tng  h ln  tn  a  captured  s ta tus .  He was con-
t tnued ln  th ls  s ta tus  un t l l  2 l  Nov  77 ,  the  da te  death  ts  p resumed to  have occur red
for  the  purpose o f  te rmina t lon  o f  pay  and a l lowances ,  se t t lenent  o f  accounts ,  and
payment  o f  death  gra tu i t les  as  s raced in  Sec t lon  555,  T i t le  37 ,  USC.

r Y  7 8  F u n d  C i t e :  5 7 8 3 5 0 )  3 2 8  5 7 8 1 . 0 *  5 5 0 3 7 2 5  ( o f f )
r { O T € :  ' H I G  F O R M  M A Y  E E  U 3 E O  7 0  F A C I L I T A Y E  ? I ' I C  C A S H I N G  O F  A O N O 3 .  T I { G  P A Y M C X I  O F  C c ) M M E R C I . A L

I ' . | ! }URANCC.  OR I ' {  T } IC gETTLEMENT OF AI . IY  OTr rSR qLAIM I i I  WHIqH PROOF OF O€ATH I3  RTAUTNT| l

too?/Yorttr
l .  l&tlt rrt ot l,a.
,. 6."rtt t-t-in-'i).runf Ft la .r.^, trr,tt h ao rqrlvlal atr. a chlld'-.t A..ratt,.A 6 ?tcra ol tL.nf26f,l$S1

,. ,.tr1c!Jt lor urpld Ftl" .aA .rra.*..-.. d..tan..c dr t.aud ., ..ura.nc, d.L. r{s|j laflol
r ' .  o | r t? t r tu t ro | |

' {OT |JSEO

1 9 . B ROCR OT THC SECRETARY OF ?H€ AI I I  FO| {C

u
h4/L
HttRPl{Y, Lt

c l ty Rprtc
DEAN

?otr
I  t f t  t t

t G t L A C t t  O O  F O r t  I t o o .  I  x ^ i . O .  w H l c l {  l a  C a t O L t l a .


