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Mrs. Carol A. Hrdlicka
Route 1, Box 24
Conway Springs KS 67031
Dear Mrs. Hrdlicka
On behalf of the Secretary of the Air Force, Dr. Sheila Widnall, I want to thank
you for your letter suggesting that your husband, Colonel David L. Hrdlicka, replace
Colonel Charles E. Shelton as the symbolic Prisoner of War (POW) from the Southeast
Asian Contlict.
As you are aware, in the early 1980s, then Secretary of the Air Force Verne Orr
decided to continue Colonel Charles E. Shelton in a POW status as a symbolic gesture to
this nation and the governments of Indochina. In doing so, he dramatically affirmed our
government's steadfast resolve not to close the door on the POWIMIA issue until a
process was established that allowed the fullest possible accounting for all Americans
missing and unaccounted for. This symbolic designation served an important purpose
during a time when precious little could be accomplished in the actual accounting process
due to a lack of cooperation on the part of the governments of Vietnam, Laos, and
Cambodia.
Today, we have a new international environment. The Indochinese Governments
are cooperating with us in our accounting efforts and many hundreds of talented people
are involved in researching records archives, interviewing witnesses and excavating crash
sites and battle grounds. These are more than symbols; they are real manifestations of
our unquestionable commitment to realize the fullest possible accounting.
Concerning your request to address a status review board regarding your
husband's case, there are no provisions in the law for such a review unless the Air Force
receives new information which indicates that our previous determination was in error.
If you have information to substantiate that Colonel Hrdlicka was a POW beyond the

date we declared him dead, or verifiable evidence that he is still alive, we ask that you
furnish this material to us and we certainly will act on it without delay.
I regret that we are unable to accommodate your requests, but trust that you will
continue to contact us whenever we can be of assistance to you.
Sincerely
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GERALD M. BEVERLY, Co onel, USAF
Chief, Casualty Matters

